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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

"Syndicomm" is short for "Syndicated Communities".  Its roots come from dozens of fora, roundtables, and the like operated by a particular team of talented people.

One of the founding people on that team was Gary Utter.  His knack for organizing communities and finding the people to run them was paralleled only by his enthusiasm for the online neighborhoods he not only founded, but of which he was an integral part.

On March 4th, Gary's system crashed, and he logged off for the last time.  But he is still integral to this community.  We literally would not be here, together, if he hadn't brought us this far.

Thank you, Gary.  We'll miss you.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

New Login Banner
----------------
Our login announcements screen has been changed.  Now it is a list of enumerated headlines with an optional keyword indicating the forum associated with the announcement, if there is one.  You can type the announcement number to read details about the announcement.  This feature will be enhanced further in the future.

RSS Feed
--------
The Syndicomm announcements are also now available via an RSS feed at <http://www.syndicomm.com/syndicomm.xml>.  RSS clients are available for a variety of computers and operating systems, and can be downloaded from such Internet sites as <http://www.versiontracker.com>.  For a description of RSS, read Page 645, Category 11, Topic 11, Messages 64-68.

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Michele Greb       RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
Cobalt? Garnet? Are we in a Palm OS forum, or a geology forum?  Actually, we're talking about the dual-OS-path that Palmsource is following keep PalmOS on the top of the handheld device operating systems heap (Category 7, Topic 12).  Of course, all work and no play make Jack a dull boy.  Swing by Category 11, Topic 4, and talk about puzzles and puzzle games available for your Palm OS device.  If you loved GShisen on your Apple IIgs, or ShisenSho for Linux, you're bound to love ShisenSho for Palm OS.  For those that don't like to lose, we have a list of winnable ShisenSho game seed codes. 

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
As the weather turns warmer, A2 keeps getting hotter. Join discussions on issues that affect everyone like Spam and Internet standards (Category 11, Topic 11), as well as Apple II-specific topics like the KEGS emulator for multiple computing platforms (Category 29), the availability of joysticks for the Apple II (Category 14, Topic 3 and Category 17, Topic 20), and remembering the late Apple II legend, Gary Utter (Category 2, Topic 6).

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The Sony PlayStation 2 originally launched in Japan four years ago last month.  History dictates that it is nearing the end of its shelf life, and should be making room for its successor, the PlayStation 3.  Yet the PS2 continues to move record software numbers, and its hardware is expanding - most recently with a 40 gigabyte hard drive.  Is this a case of too little, too late, and a further division among PS2 owners?  Or is it just what the PS2 needs to keep it going another year or two?  Discuss such issues in Category 27, Topic 1: PlayStation 2 Hardware.

Diabetes
Page 955
Keyword: DIABETES
-----------------
Two of the most effective habits you can give your body are regular exercise and sleep.  Considering the frenetic nature of modern life, neither seem to be priorities, and our bodies suffer.  Read about the habits our forum members maintain (or try to) in Category 3, Topic 2: Exercise, and Category 4, Topic 1: Health, to see what motivations and habits work for different people.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
A mystery based on the works of one of the greatest scientific and artistic minds ever has won the acclaim of book lovers everywhere - well, almost everywhere.  One reader was underwhelmed by "The Da Vinci Code", by Dan Brown.  Were hype and quality at odds with this one?  Read his review in Category 51, Topic 1: General Discussion of Fiction.  Also, in Category 3, Topic 2, we discuss the viability of printed encyclopedias in this day of compact, online media.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2004 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
